Mt. Monadnock Little League Baseball Local Rules (*Updated 1/12/26)
These local rules are to be used in conjunction with the Little League Official Regulations and Playing Rules for that calendar year.
1. Mandatory meeting requirement for the Board of Directors members.  If you miss three (3) meetings you will lose voting privileges for the remainder of the year (until September 30th).

2. Implementing a “shadowing” program for Board members.  If a board member plans to step down the following year, they are expected to find a replacement to shadow them for the current term. This will help with transitioning the next season.

3. The Board of directors will select the managers and coaches of the various Tournament Teams.  The managers and coaches in conjunction with the board of directors will select the players, based on eligibility, availability, and ability, for the Tournament Teams.

4. The draft method for Minor (player pitch) and Major divisions will be the same as “Plan A or B – Method for existing leagues” in the current Little League Baseball Operating Manual. (Note: Plan-A: The last team to draft in each round is the team that won the previous year’s championship, regardless of overall record. Plan-B: Order of draft selection will be drawn from a hat).  Plan B is the method of use for our league. 
4.1. Amended on 1/12/2026: Draft pick order will not be selected until after the ranking of all head coach’s children has taken place.  
5. Tee Ball League (previously known as Rookie League (4, 5, & 6 yr. olds)) is a Tee Ball division.  The Managers and Coaches will be selected by the BOD.  The players will then be placed in teams as decided by the Managers, Coaches and BOD. Six-year-olds that have played at least one year of age-appropriate Tee Ball division may petition the BOD to play up to the next division.

6. Rookie League (previously known as Prep League (6, 7 & 8 yr. olds)) is a machine/coach pitch division.  The Managers and Coaches will be selected by the BOD.  The players will then be placed in teams as decided by the Managers, Coaches, and BOD. Seven and Eight-year-olds that have played at least one year of age-appropriate machine/coach pitch division may petition the BOD to play up to the next division.

7. Minor League (8, 9 & 10 yr. olds) player pitch division: the Managers and Coaches will be selected by the BOD.  Ten-year-olds that have played at least one year of age-appropriate Minor player pitch may petition the BOD to play up to the next division.

8. Major League (10, 11 & 12 yr. olds) player pitch division: the Managers and Coaches will be selected by the BOD (see Rule 12 for 10 yr olds playing up).
9. Managers will be allowed to select their BOD approved coaches after the draft is completed.

10. For Majors and Minors league only, will consist of “north” and “south” divisions.
10.1. “North” division will comprise of kids from Jaffrey, Rindge, and Peterborough.

10.2. “South” division will comprise of kids from New Ipswich, Greenville, and Mason.

10.3. If a player wants to play “out of their division” the BOD will discuss and vote to accept or not.

11. SOFTBALL: Majors and Minors league will consist of the “north” division.  “North” division will comprise of kids from all MMLL supported towns.
12. Petitioning to “play up” a division.  Players, league aged 8 and 10, petitioning to play up to Minor or Major player pitch divisions must be approved by the Board of Directors.  If the Board approves, the player is required to enter and participate in the draft.  
12.1. The league age 7 yr old player wishing to play up a division (Minors) will require the following: player name be brought to the Board to discuss.  The Board will Vote to allow player to tryout, or not.  If accepted, the player is invited to tryout.  There will be an ability and safety evaluation (by coaches and/or Board) during tryouts. Action will be taken to place a player in the appropriate division should there be a concern. 

12.2. The league age 8 yr old player will be allowed to “play up” to the Minor division.  There will be an ability and safety evaluation (by coaches and/or Board) during tryouts. Action will be taken to place a player in the appropriate division should there be a concern. If registration is received after the due date, players will only be allowed to play based on team availability.  Otherwise, may be asked to play Rookie division, if team availability.

12.3. The league age 10 yr old player petitioning to play Majors must be selected within the first five (5) rounds of the draft to be eligible to play up in the division.  If said player has entered and been selected in the draft within the first five rounds, the player is no longer eligible to return/play in the lower division.  If the player does not get drafted within the first 5 rounds, they will play in the Minor division.

13. A player may not petition to play up after the draft is complete, unless said player poses risk of injury to other players. BOD must be notified immediately, and proper placement of player will result. BOD has final say in such matters.  BOD may initiate the player to move to a different (possibly a lower) division.
14. The “15-run rule, 10-run rule, and 8-run rule” will be in effect for Minor and Major player pitch divisions (see rule 4.10 (e)).  
14.1. 8-run Rule (see rule 4.10 e): If after 5 innings, the home team is ahead, one team has a lead of eight (8) runs or more, the manager of the team with the least runs shall concede the victory to the opponent.

14.2. 10-run Rule (see rule 4.10 e): If after 4 innings, the home team is ahead, one team has a lead of ten (10) runs or more, the manager of the team with the least runs shall concede the victory to the opponent

14.3. 15-run Rule (see rule 4.10 e): If after 3 innings, the home team is ahead, one team has a lead of fifteen (15) runs or more, the manager of the team with the least runs shall concede the victory to the opponent

15. Managers will adhere to a (7) run per inning for Majors and a (5) run per inning for Minors, through the first (4) innings of a game. More than (7) runs for Majors and (5) runs for Minors may be exceeded on the last live play of the inning only if a homerun is hit that travels over the fence. The remaining inning(s) there will be no run restrictions.  
15.1. At the Umpires discretion, should the 4th inning be the last inning of record, it will be Unlimited runs for each team.  

15.2. In a shortened game (must go 4 innings to be official), the Umpire in Chief must declare at the top of the Inning that it will be the last inning of record.

16. SOFTBALL: Managers will adhere to a (5) run per inning for Majors and a (5) run per inning for Minors, through the first (4) innings of a game. More than (5) runs for Majors and (5) runs for Minors may be exceeded on the last live play of the inning only if a homerun is hit that travels over the fence. The remaining inning(s) there will be no run restrictions.  

17. Any player who misses more than 3 weeks of practices and/or games is subject to being removed from his team by the action of the BOD. However, the BOD reserves the right to allow that player to remain on the roster.

18. If a player pitches in AAU baseball, the Coach and/or Parent player must adhere to the Little League pitching rules - specifically the days of rest (see Regulation VI – Pitchers pgs. 60-61). Should the Coach fail to comply with the rules, they will be subject to disciplinary action by the BOD.

19. Regular season standings will be based on team record with tie breakers being: (1) head-to-head record. (2) Runs allowed in head-to-head games. (3) Coin toss.

20. All teams in the Minor and Major Player pitch divisions make the playoffs. The playoffs will consist of a standard double elimination bracket with seedlings based on regular season records.  The BOD may decide to use a single elimination bracket if necessary.
21. The home team is responsible for pre-game field preparation. Including: raking, setting bases in place, lining the infield and painting outfield foul lines if necessary. The home team is also responsible for post-game cleanup including raking, base removal, dug out cleanup and taking all trash bags from field trash barrels to the dumpster.  
22. Optional rules and regulations for Tee Ball League are:

22.1. 90-minute limit with the first 45 minutes for skills and drills, the next 45 minutes for game time.

22.2. Score will not be kept.

22.3. Each team will be allowed to bat through their entire order once each inning.

22.4. Coaches may pitch their own players at their discretion.

23. Optional rules and regulations for Rookie League (machine/coach pitch) are:

23.1. 2-hour limit for games, or darkness, or discretion of the coaches.

23.2. Score will not be kept

23.3. May not start a new inning after the 1 hour 45-minute mark.

23.4. The first Inning of each game will be played with each team being allowed to bat through their entire order.

23.5. The remaining Innings of each game will be played with each team batting until there are 3 outs or the team hits through the batting order, whichever comes first.

23.6. Coaches may pitch to their own players at their discretion

23.7. The pitching machine and pitching machine balls will be used unless otherwise determined by the coaches.

23.8. Each batter will receive 5 “hittable” pitches, at the coach’s discretion.
24. Optional rules and regulations for Minor and Major player pitch are:

24.1. 2-hour limit for games.

24.2. May not start a new inning after the 1 hour 45-minute mark.

24.3. Mandatory Play (Regular Season): the batting line up will consist of the entire roster. All players will play a minimum of 6 defensive outs. Substitutions can be made with no restrictions on re-entering other than pitchers, once a pitcher is removed, he cannot return to pitch.
24.4. Mandatory Play (PLAYOFFS): follows the rules for Tournament Play rules according to Tournament Rule 9 (Updated 2023). The batting line up will consist of the entire roster. Per BOD decision, all players will play a minimum of 6 defensive outs. Substitutions can be made with no restrictions on re-entering other than pitchers.  Once a pitcher is removed, they cannot return to pitch.

24.5. Pitching Rules will follow the Little League Official Regulations and Playing Rules book section VI-Pitchers for that particular year.

24.6. Time limit exceptions are; If no game proceeds game in progress, and both Managers along with Umpire in Chief agree to play game past time limit or in its entirety, the end of game shall be official.
24.7. The “Dropped Third Strike” rule will be in effect for entire season of Majors play only, refer to rule 6.09(b) in Little League rule book. 

24.8. The “Infield Fly” rule will be in effect for the entire season of Minors AND Majors play.  Refer to rule 2.00 – Infield Fly – in the Little League Rule book

24.9. Both in regular season and playoff.  If one team does not have 10 players at a game, the Coaches must play by the “old” rules: bat 9 players in your batting lineup.  All players must have at least one at bat and play a minimum of 6 defensive outs.
24.10. SOFTBALL: During playoffs only, if one team does not have 10 players at a game, the Coaches can agree to play by the “old” rules: bat 9 players in your batting lineup. All players must bat at least one at bat and play a minimum of 6 defensive outs. 
24.11. SOFTBALL Minors will use an 11” softball and majors will use a 12” softball. 

24.12. SOFTBALL Minors’ pitcher’s mound will be at a distance of 35 feet. Majors’ pitcher’s mound will be at 40 feet.

24.13. SOFTBALL: In the minor’s division, runners may come off their base when the ball reaches the batter. In the major’s division, runners may vacate their base when the ball is released by the pitcher.

25. For both Minors and Majors, Coaches are required to TEXT Pitch Count to all League (division) coaches after each game.

26. Should a Coach fail to comply with the Little League rules, and/or the League Bylaws, they will be subject to disciplinary action.  Such action will be addressed, and implied, by the BOD.

27. A special pinch runner, referring to rule 7.14 in Little League rule book, may be used once per inning by any player not currently in the lineup. Players may only be substituted once per game by a special pinch runner, unless both managers agree to this due to an injury.
28. A starter may be removed before meeting mandatory play requirements.

29. Any starting player who has been removed as a substitute may re-enter the game ONCE in the same position, he originally held in the batting order.

30. A substitute MAY NOT be removed before meeting mandatory play requirements.
31. Teams are required to start a game with (9) fielders minimum but may end the game with less players in line-up. If any player leaves a game for any reason, and there is no reasonable replacement for that player, that spot in the line-up will be deemed automatic out. 

32. Team rosters for both the Minors and Majors will consist of a minimum of 10 players, maximum of 12 players. BOD reserves the right to adjust the size of the rosters based on participation. 

33. Tournament (All-Star) Teams will consist of 3 divisions as recommended by Tournament Rules and Guidelines for Little League Baseball.  
33.1. Little League (Majors) Division that will be made up of 12 & 11 yr. olds (12s) to compete in the Little League International Tournament.  This team may elect to play in local tournaments, time permitting. Those tournaments must be Little League approved tournaments.

33.2. Little League team made up of 11 & 10 yr. olds (11s) attend Little League tournaments, and local Little League tournaments.

33.3. Little League team made up of 10 & 9 yr. olds (10s) to attend the Little League International Tournament. (It is possible to enter more than one team in either of the State Tournaments if we have enough interested players). This team may elect to play in local Little League tournaments only.

33.4. There may also be a 10, 9 & 8 yr. old team(s) (Maddy Dobbins and/or Jimmy Fund) assembled to compete in local tournaments.  Also, a chance for 7 & 6 year olds to form a team to play in local tournaments (Manchester).

34. New in 2017 Little League has introduced the rule allowing 8-year-olds to be dual rostered up to the minor league and 10-year-olds to be dual rostered up to the major league. The use of dual rostered players will be used in a situation when a team has less than 9 players at a regular season game. The use of dual rostered players will eliminate the need for “pool-of –Player” as listed in by-law #32. If there are no dual rostered players available, the “Pool-of-Players” will be the last resort to prevent rescheduling of games.  

35. “Pool-of-Players” may be incorporated for the use of Managers only. This must be implemented by BOD, for the event that a team(s) have close to a starting (9) roster of players, due to, starting season roster numbers, injuries, etc…This purpose is to avoid rescheduling or forfeiture of games and is not to be abused. 
35.1. In Minors division (only), a player that is missing can be replaced with a player of same caliber from another team not playing.  Refer to the draft list to find a replacement, of equal or less round of missing player.
35.1.1. The Coach of the missing player must contact other Coaches to find a replacement player.  The Coach cannot go to another player or parent directly.

35.1.2. If you have enough players to field a team, you do not need to find a replacement player for the missing player.
35.2. In Majors division, the following rules apply for playing purposes:
35.2.1. Minor league age Players must be placed in one of two Tiers by age.

35.2.2. Tier-1 will consist of “most skilled players” (as voted on by Managers). Tier 1 player must be drafted within the first four (4) rounds of the minor draft. 

35.2.3. Tier-2 will consist of the remaining players that are willing to be available for temporary play.  Must not be a safety concern to play in the majors.

35.2.4. Tier players of younger age are considered suitable replacements for older same Tier players.

35.2.5. Only to be used for Managers that are aware before game time, that they will be unable to field (9) players.

35.2.6. No additional “Pool Players” can exceed start of game roster, unless if Manager calls upon “Pool Player” expecting less than (9) roster players to play, and original roster player becomes present. In the event this happens, “Pool Player” can and will play minimum nine (9) consecutive outs and bat once, unless both managers agree to additional play time.

35.2.7. No “Pool Player” shall pitch in game as replacement player.

35.2.8. All catching rules must be adhered to on the same day of play.

35.2.9. Players not on “Pool of Players” list will not be considered as suitable replacements.

35.2.10. The “Pool of Players” is for regular season use only and is not used for post season (playoffs) play.
36. Softball Majors ONLY: 
36.1. Pitching rule VI Pitchers – a pitcher can come back into the game once per game after being removed from the game.
36.2. Amended on 1/12/2026 -Face masks are required for players occupying the positions of pitcher and first and third base. 
37. Softball league rules will follow the Minors and Major Bylaws, to the extent in which they apply.
38. Amened 5/28/25: If a coach, and/or player intentionally skips a batter’s spot in the lineup, it will result in an automatic out.

